Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 USBERL 01263 II0933Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-01 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-06 ACDA-07 10-13 TRSE-00 EB-07 OC-06 CCO-00 
/091 W 

112206Z 008243/61 

R 110910ZMAY 77 
PM USMISSION USBERLIN 
TO AMEMBASSY BONN 
INEO SECSTATE WASHDC 4554 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN UNN 

CONPIDENTIAL USBERLIN 1263 

E.0.11652: GDS 
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SUBJECT: ERG PLANS POR NEGOTIATIONS WITH GDR 

REF: (A) BONN 7935, (B) USBERLIN 1247 

1 . WE NOTE POR RECORD A BERLINER MORGENPOST REPORT PROM 
BONN IN MAY 8 ISSUE QUOTING POST MINISTER GSCHEIDLE AS 
TELLING MORGENPOST CORRESPONDENT THAT CONNECTION OP AN 
ADDITIONAL SIXTY AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE LINES BETWEEN WEST 
AND EAST BERT IN BY 1978 "IS BEING NEGOTIATED." WHETHER 
THESE LINES ARE TO BE NEGOTIATED IN PRAMEWORK OP PLANNED 
GENERAL PRG/GDR TALKS (REPTELS) OR SEPARATELY IS NOT MADE 
CLEAR. HOWEVER, ARTICLE STATES ELSEWHERE THAT FRG WILL BE 
PREPARED IN GENERAL TALKS TO INCREASE ITS LUMP-SUM POSTAL 
PAYMENT TO THE GDR (PARA 1 1 REFTEL A) IP GDR WILL RESOLVE 

A PARCEL POST PROBLEM AND WILL TAKE NECESSARY STEPS TO 
COMPLETE SELF-DIAL TELEPHONE SERVICE BETWEEN ERG AND GDR 
AS AGREED SEVERAL YEARS AGO. 

2. COMMENT: ADDITIONAL 60 LINES PROM WEST TO EAST 
BERLIN WOULD BE A 25 PERCENT INCREASE OVER PRESENT 240 
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SELP-DIAL LINES FROM WEST TO EAST. THERE ARE ALSO 60 
SELP-DIAL LINES FROM EAST TO WEST BERLIN PLUS 50 
OPERATOR-CONTROLLED LINES PROM WEST TO EAST. PROM POINT 
OP VIEW OP LOCAL POST, PRESENT NUMBER IS JUST ABOUT ADE- 
QUATE. HOWEVER, THERE ARE MANY TIMES WHEN SYSTEM IS FULLY 
LOADED, AND USERS WOULD NO DOUBT WELCOME ADDITONAL LINES. 
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3. LOCAL POST TELLS US THEY ARE UNAWARE OF FORTHCOMING 
NEGOTIATIONS FOR NEW LINES, WHICH IS NOT TO SAY MORGEN- 
POST REPORT IS INCORRECT SINCE BERLIN POST IS NOT ALWAYS 
CURRENTLY INFORMED ON FEDERAL MINISTRY INTITIATIVES CON- 
CERNING BERLIN. END COMMENT. GEORGE 
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